MARCH 2017 LESSON, ARTIFACT, AND MUSIC

March 2017 DUP Lesson
“THE BRIGHAM CITY CABIN AND MUSEUM”
By Maryann Ruben Jensen

The cabin is open during Brigham City Peach Days in September and throughout the year upon request.
It is a popular destination for Scout troops, school groups, families, and individuals. Visitors often express an
attitude of awe and a yearning to live as simply as the pioneers who called the cabin their home. An article
appearing in the Deseret News on October 13, 2016, lists “8 Historic Houses in Utah Worth Visiting” by Carter
Williams. The Brigham City cabin is one of them. https://www.ksl.com/?sid=41843963 Check out the ISDUP
website http://isdup.org/dyn _page.php?pagelD=12 for the DUP Satellite Museum Directory for directions and
times. Also the Brigham City Museum website http://brighamcity.utah.gov/museum.htm.

This lesson will focus on the Brigham City cabin that was the home of pioneers Wilhelm and Laura
Knudsen from 1855-1865, and the museum that adjoins it.

Marva P. Frost (1925-2006), President of the Box Elder South Company DUP, presented the following
history of the Brigham City cabin at the International Society Daughters of Utah Pioneers Annual Seminar in
Salt Lake City on June 9, 2001.

The cabin in Brigham City is much like all the other cabins throughout the state. It was built in 1855,
as a home for the Knudsen family, who had been living in the old fort. They called this cabin “home”
for about 10 years and after having six children there they moved to a larger house.

In the spring of 1929, [some Brigham City] cabins were to be demolished, but members of the Box
Elder DUP met with the city council and requested a cabin to be moved to Pioneer Park [in Brigham
City], where it could be preserved as an example of the homes of early pioneer settlers in Utah. One
of these ladies was my grandmother, Charlotte B. Reeder. The Knudsen cabin was moved [at a cost
of $15] and the necessary restoration work done and it was ready for dedication September 8, 1929.
The cabin remained there until the present time. In 1948, they [the DUP] hoped to move the cabin but
were unsuccessful. In 1969 they tried again and were denied. In 1976, it was again proposed to
move the cabin for the nation’s bicentennial, but the plan failed. Twice more during the 1990s plans
were made to move it but could still not get approval. At this time the cabin was deteriorating very
rapidly, there was dry-rot in all the bottom logs and water was getting between the logs. Playground
equipment and a swimming pool complex were built very close to the cabin and it was no longer safe.
[In a newspaper article Marva added, “People have climbed over the fence and crawled under the
cabin. We've found trash, shoes, even towels near the cabin and in the past it has been broken into.”]
At this time, a pledge of $5,000 was given to be used to move the cabin.

In February 2000, we had a big windstorm and it blew down many of the trees at Brigham Young
Park [located at 200 West and Forest Street in Brigham City]. Large pine trees were blown down and
left a vacant spot, where we hoped to put the cabin. In March, Marva Frost, President of the Box Elder
South Company DUP, and members of the board approached the city council; this time they listened
to our plea, and gave us approval. One council member said, “If you believe it was divine intervention,
who are we to stop you?”

We hired Fife’s Rock Products as the mover and in March they began digging. There were many
hours of manual labor. The cabin had braces placed on the inside walls, and also underneath in order
to be moved by a special trailer. On May 26, 2000, the cabin was moved up Forest Street without
incident. We thought $5,000 would pay all our expenses, but again we were disappointed. We were
told that we would have to find someone else to replace the logs and do the restoration. We had no
choice now, because the cabin was left up on blocks on a cement slab. We found the men to do the
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work but our price went up $14,000. We decided in order to do a complete restoration, besides just
replacing the bottom legs which were rotting, the cabin would have to be chinked, inside and out, a
working fireplace had to be built, the door replaced and a plank floor installed to cover the cement slab.
At our seminar [in June] it was discussed and all of the camps were represented when we decided that
this would be our Centennial project.

Work on the cabin began and members of DUP also went to work. We wrote letters to all the
businesses, organizations, clubs, and anyone we thought might help. We had very little response, so
we as a board divided up the list and decided we had to go one-on-one to ask for donations. The
camps had also gone to work. The first one pledged $1,000; they had a garage sale and met their
goal. The others soon followed and all had good results. One camp made Christmas ornaments with
a sketch of the cabin, with the year ‘2000’ and ‘Brigham City’ printed on it. Others made quilts and
afghans, which they sold chances on. A friend of DUP made and donated two quilts for us to sell; we
also had a bake sale on Peach Days, with many home-made goodies. The board sold pizza discounts
tickets, and by giving only 10 to each camp we made nearly $800. All 14 of the camps participated
and with the company we made about $10,000. We also had some generous donations.

One year from the when we started, March 2001, we paid off our debt of $23,782. We didn’t just
wait for the donations but worked continually. Two of our board members and their husbands went to
the foothills to gather rocks to build the fireplace. The rocks not used in the fireplace were placed
around the bottom of the cabin to cover the cement. Last fall, 2000, we planted shrubs and trees and
had the cabin ready to open for Christmas. In the spring of 2001, they hauled in top soil and began
planting flowers. With renewed interest in the cabin, relics were donated. We received a bed which
had belonged to the grandfather of a deceased member. An English lady came and offered curtains
to us, which had been in her mother’s home in England. With flowers blooming and furniture in place,
we were now ready to have our dedication.

We chose June 1, 2001, because of the birthday of Brigham Young. The park where the cabin now
rests was named for him because this is the spot where he gave his last public address. We held a
short program which Brigham Young attended (Richard Felt) and addressed the group. The
dedicatory prayer was then offered by Bishop Ronald L. Frandsen and the Bicentennial bell was then
rung to end our program. Those in attendance enjoyed birthday cake and cold lemonade. It was a
lovely afternoon that honored the pioneers as well as DUP members who had given so much time and
effort over the years to preserve this cabin.

The restoration work on this cabin was done by Ole Jensen and Cal Taylor (Taylor and Jensen
Construction Company). The rock chimney was built by Bert Johnston. Landscaping and trees and
flowers were done by Lynn and Maryann Jensen and Ferris and Anita Thurston.

The Brigham City DUP cabin and artifacts contained within the museum bear testimony to the lives
of stalwart men and women who settled Northern Utah. In the words of President John F. Kennedy: “Of
all the stories of American pioneers and settlers, none is more inspiring than the Mormon trail. The
qualities of the founders of this community are the qualities that we seek in America, the qualities which
we like to feel this country has: courage, patience, faith, self-reliance, perseverance, and, above all, an
unflagging determination to see the right prevail.” Perhaps if Oz had been Brigham City, Dorothy would
not have returned to Kansas.

Lessons are available for purchase by contacting the Pioneer Memorial Museum in Salt Lake City at 801-532-
6479 ext. 200 or info@isdup.org.
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Tractor and wagon moving cabin to Rees Pioneer
Park on April 16, 1929.

Brigham City Cabin at Rees Pioneer Park in 1930.
(Photo courtesy Box Elder News Journal) '8 Y ! ' !

(Photo courtesy Box Elder News Journal)

Moving the cabin to Brigham Young Park.
(Photo courtesy Anita Thurston)

Brigham City Cabin
(Photo courtesy Maryann Jensen)

The cabin at its new location before restoration work began.
(Photo courtesy Box Elder News Journal)



Inside the Brigham City Cabin
(Photo courtesy Maryann Jensen)




March 2017 DUP Artifact

“PIONEER WOODEN FLOUR BIN”

Margery Stewart Camp DUP Artifact Collection
Where: Kanab Heritage House
115 South Main
Kanab, Utah 84741

Open M-F in the summer months from 1-5 pm.
(435)644-3966

This wooden flour bin was donated to the DUP at the Kanab Heritage House by the Cram
sisters: Ina Cram Porter, Corris Cram Brooksby, and Leile Cram. This flour bin belonged to
their grandfather, William (Bill) F. Hamblin, who was a brother to Jacob Hamblin. The Hamblin
brothers were very influential in the settlement of Southern Utah, especially Kane and
Washington Counties, and Northern Arizona. The brothers made friends with the Indians in
the area and treated them with respect.

It was brought across the plains by ox team and wagon.

It was a large piece of furniture that would have taken up
considerable space in the wagon. Many personal items
could have been stored inside the bin during the trip west.
Perhaps flour and other kinds of food were stored in the
bin while traveling.

March 2017 DUP Song
: “Billy Boy”
, " Sung by AnnaLyn Adams on the 2016-2017 Music CD

“Billy Boy” is an example of traditional folk music which became a favorite question and answer
song sung by many. It is a variation of the English folk song “My Boy Billy”", collected by Ralph
Vaughan Williams and published in 1912. Several versions of the song exist which may extend the
number of the verses as well as the tasks to be asked of the “young” wife. The “cherry pie” verse is
notable for the relationship between courting and cooking. The final verse might be considered a
math puzzle or an indication of how old she really was (3x6 + 4x7 + 28 + 11 = 85)

The CD, Pioneer Song Contest Collection, and Pioneer Songs hardbound music book, are available for
purchase at the Pioneer Memorial Museum in Salt Lake City or from our online shop at isdup.org.
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Music CD: Water mills used moving water as a power source
and were essential for pioneer development of farms and towns.
A community depended upon the mills to survive and meet daily
needs. This old water mill wheel now resides at Mill Creek Hollow
in Kaysville, Utah, courtesy of the Carver family. It is a memorial
to the legacy of Michael Carver who was noted for his
extraordinary kindness and service to others. “He touched our hearts and his legacy
lives on in each of us.” Photo by Morris Lee.

Pioneer Songs music book: compiled by Daughters of Utah Pioneers
JOES e and arranged by Alfred M. Durham, was first published in 1932. It is a

s compilation of songs used by the Pioneers en route to and in the early
settlements of the West.

Pioneer Song Contest Collection: To commemorate Pioneer Day of
July 24, 2013, ISDUP had a song writing contest of modern-day
composers and lyricists. They wrote in honor of a rich pioneer legacy
of faith, fortitude, courage, freedom and industry.

Eighty-nine entries, representing over eleven-hundred DUP Camps,
were divided into six categories for assessment. The songs of all the
winners and twenty "close contenders" entries are published in this
collection.

This volume represents the first modern-day song collection ever
printed in the history of DUP other than the original book of Pioneer
Songs published in 1932.

Dorothy Matern, Music Chairperson, ISDUP
Michael Smurthwaite & Jane B. Dye, Pioneer Songs Arrangers
Dr. Morris F. Lee, Instrumental Accompaniment



