Las Vegas Fort
Las Vegas Indian Mission

September 2026

For DUP Lesson Leaders This photo array is reserved solely for use by a DUP Lesson Leader to supplement the
appropriate lesson. No other uses are authorized and no images or content may be shared or distributed for any other
purpose. Please feel free to use the images in any way you wish to enhance your lesson, including printed copies of the
images to show your group as well as use in any digital presentations, as long as you adhere to the above restrictions.

Please advise members of your group that they can order digital copies of any of the images provided here by contacting
the DUP Photo Department. The funds generated by the DUP Photo Department help sustain our organization.

Tel: 801-532-6479, Ext 206

Email: photos@isdup.org

Website: www.isdup.org

Thank you for all you do.


http://www.isdup.org/
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Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort. lllustration by Thaddeus Kenderdine, 1858 (NPS Photo)

A ',;,, ra lli

CHf

f
P




Pueblo Indians (DUP Photo Collection)

Pueblo dwelling (DUP Photo Collection)
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Pueblo Indians (DUP Photo Collection)

William Bringhurst (DUP Photo Collection)



Albert Miles (DUP Photo Collection)

George Washington Bean (DUP Photo Collection)



Old Mormon Fort Flag replica (DUP Photo Collection)



Original bricks from Las Vegas Fort (Ellen Jeppson photo)



Original bricks and artifacts from Las Vegas Fort (Ellen Jeppson
photo)

Aroet Lucius Hale (DUP Photo Collection)



Nathaniel Vary Jones (DUP Photo Collection)




George Washington Bean fork-knife invention (DUP Photo Collection)

Elijah Fuller Knapp (DUP Photo Collection)



The Las Vegas Mormon Fort

A Midpoint Way Station on the Mormon Road

In April 1855, Brigham Young, President of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints,
called thirty men to leave their families and
possessions in the recently settled towns of Utah
to serve a mission at the Las Vegas Springs. The
verdant meadows watered by the springs had
been seasonally inhabited by the Paiute Indians
for centuries. The warer and the meadows made
Las Vegas an important stop on the Spanish
Trail (called the Mormon Road after 1848).

President Young directed this group of newly
called missionaries to become self-sufficient, to
provide a place of rest and security for travelers
between California and Salt Lake City, and to
teach the Indians the gospel of Jesus Christ. In
the heat of the summer, in June 1855, the
missionaries arrived at this site. The mission,

intended to be permanent, was the first Anglo-
American settlement in Las Vegas Valley.

By summer’s end their irrigated gardens were
producing fr egetables and grains. A new
fort was under construction, and a spirit of
cooperation and mutual learning was being
established with the native inhabitants. They
also discovered a deposit of lead ore in the
nearby mountains. More missionaries were sent
to smelt the complex ore in large quantities, but
the attempt was unsuccessful.
On 23 February 18!

word to the settlement that the mission was to

hurch leaders sent

be disbanded. These early pioneers returned
to Utah but left a legacy of faith, devotion, and
service shown by their willingness to settle in
this hostile environment.

Placed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1997

Old Mormon Fort State Park monument (Ellen Jeppson Photo)




Old Mormon Fort State Park re-creation of fort (Ellen Jeppson Photo)

Old Mormon Fort State Park re-creation of wagon (Ellen Jeppson Photo)



Nevada’s oldest building. Old Mormon Fort State Park (Ellen Jeppson Photo)

Re-creation of the creek in The Meadows (Ellen Jeppson Photo)



DUP Marker #40 “Las Vegas Fort” (Ellen Jeppson Photo)



DUP Marker #170 “First Las Vegas Post Office” (Ellen Jeppson photo)



Ellen Celeste Woodward Fuller (DUP Photo Collection)

Emmeline B. Wells (DUP Photo Collection)



Zilpha Diadama Fuller Earl (www.findagrave.com)

Louisa Cooke Hale (DUP Photo Collection) S



Charlotte Cooke Hale (DUP Photo Collection)

Ruth Chilson Chase Covert (Church Biographical Database)



Ann Wollerton Dilworth Bringhurst (www.findagrave.com)

Deseret Bringhurst Crandall (Church Biographical Database)



